STOP LNG in Ireland

Summary Briefing, JANUARY 2021
www.notherenotanywhere.com

The window of time in which we can prevent
catastrophic climate change is rapidly closing
Ireland needs to immediately reduce dependence on the fossil fuels driving the
crisis. Instead, the fossil fuel industry is pushing to build Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
terminals which will lock us into even higher levels of gas consumption, obstruct
investment in clean energy1 and delay transition towards a zero carbon future.

Ireland must ban all Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) projects now
Monrovia, California, September 10, 2020

why is lng so harmful?
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LNG is fossil gas which is liquefied, shipped across
the world in tankers and regasified to be fed into the
gas grid. It emits high levels of methane at all stages of
the supply chain2, a potent greenhouse gas which traps
at least 86 times more heat than carbon dioxide in our
atmosphere over a 20 year period3. The latest research
indicates that we must rapidly start phasing fossil gas out
of the Irish energy mix4.

LNG terminals involve large and disruptive infrastructure,
which can cause health impacts to local residents from air
pollution, and risk to life as illustrated by several serious
gas leaks and explosions5,6. A large percentage of the gas
is obtained by fracking, a method of extraction which was
banned here because of its serious environmental and
health impacts, which include birth defects, respiratory
disease and increased rates of cancer in local communities7.
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Five LNG import terminals have been proposed for the
Republic of Ireland. Those in Cork Harbour and on the
Shannon Estuary, Co. Kerry would likely import fracked gas,
to which the current government is opposed.
Predator Oil and Gas plc is proposing three more terminals
for Co. Cork, Co. Mayo and Drogheda, Co. Louth, which
it claims will import LNG from non-fracked sources. They
also intend to develop two gas storage facilities at Corrib
South and Rams Head. In order to prevent these projects and
similar types of fossil fuel infrastructure in the future we need
to legislate to ban their development in Ireland now.

we do nOt need lng for energy security

it does not make sense
to build new large-scale
fossil fuel infrastructure
such as liquid natural
gas import terminals.8
Fianna Fáil & Fine Gael
statement, April 2020

Studies by Artelys,9 The European Body of Gas Network
Operators (ENTSO-G)10 and Gas Networks Ireland and
EirGrid11, have found existing gas infrastructure to be
capable of meeting future demand, even in the event of
extreme supply disruption. EU gas infrastructures already
have an import capacity 200% higher than what Europe
actually imports12.
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) suggests that energy security can instead be strengthened
by increasing energy efficiency and indigenous renewable energy supply13. This would both reduce emissions
and the cost to the State of importing fossil energy14,15.
Furthermore, numerous European-based studies highlight
that renewable energy with some storage is cleaner and
cheaper than fossil fuels for decarbonisation16.
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NOTES: 1) See footnote 17 below for calculations. 2) At time of writing, the
MOU for Cork LNG has expired so it is currently unlikely to go ahead.

The most logical step we can take is to ban the
development of all LNG projects in Ireland and
we are asking the government to legislate to do
this immediately. To discuss legislative options
to ban LNG projects, policymakers can contact
info@notherenotanywhere.com.
For more information, please visit
www.notherenotanywhere.com

Not Here Not Anywhere is a nationwide non-partisan grassroots volunteer group with no political affiliations.
We are campaigning to end fossil fuel exploration and the development of new fossil fuel infrastructure in
Ireland. We advocate for a just transition to renewable energy systems both here and around the world.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

C Shearer, J Bistline, M Inman, SJ Davis Environmental Research Letters 9 (9), 094008n. (2014). The effect of natural gas supply on US renewable energy and CO2 emissions.
Alvarez et al. 2018. “Assessment of Methane Emissions from the U.S. Oil and Gas Supply Chain.” Science 361 (6398): 186 – 188
IPCC, 2013: Climate Change 2013: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
UCC 2050 Project (2020) Our 2050 – Opportunities for Ireland in a Low Carbon Economy
Rainforest Action Network (RAN) (2016). A Bridge to Nowhere: The Climate, Human Rights and Financial Risks to Liquefied Natural Gas Export.
https://www.sightline.org/2016/02/08/how-industry-and-regulators-kept-public-in-the-dark-after-2014-lng-explosion-in-washington/
Compendium of Scientific, Medical, and Media Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms of Fracking (Unconventional Gas and Oil Extraction) Sixth Edition, June 19, 2019
Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael (2020). Greens Response. Available at: https://static.rasset.ie/documents/news/2020/04/greens-response-final.pdf
Artelys (2020) An updated analysis on gas supply security in the EU energy transition. Paris:Artelys France.
ENTSO-G (2017) Union-Wide Security of Supply Simulation Report. Brussels:ENTSO-G.
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) (2020) Energy Security In Ireland. Dublin:SEAI (page 38)
Gaventa, J., Dufour, M, Bergamaschi, L. (2016) More security, lower cost: A smarter approach to gas infrastructure in Europe.
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) (2020) Energy Security In Ireland. Dublin:SEAI (page 3)
Solar Power Europe, and LUT University. 2020. “100% Renewable Europe - How to Make Europe’s Energy System C
 limate-Neutral Before 2050.” Brussels, Belgium.
CAN Europe, and EEB. 2020. “Building a Paris Agreement Compatible (PAC) Energy Scenario.” Brussels, Belgium: CAN Europe and EEB.
Hainsch, Karlo, Hanna Brauers, Thorsten Burandt, Leonard Goeke, Christian von Hirschhausen, Claudia Kemfert, Mario Kendziorski, et al. 2020.
“Make the European Green Deal Real – Combining Climate Neutrality and Economic Recovery.” No. 153. Politikberatung Kompakt. Berlin: German Institute for Economic Research (DIW Berlin)
17. Shannon (8.2 bcm/a) + Cork (3.85/a) + Predator (12bcm/a) = 24.05bcm/a = 849.32 bcf/a
Combustion: 849,320,000,000 cf/a * 97.5% * 0.0544 kg CO2 per cf /1,000 kg per tonne = 45,080,979 tonnes CO2.
45,080,979 / 6,833,081 tonnes CO2 from Moneypoint at Max capacity = 6.60 Moneypoints.
Leakage: 24,050,000,000 m3/a * 2.5% leakage rate * 95% methane content * 0.71650 kg per m3 (density of methane) * 86 (GWP of methane) /1,000 kg per tonne = 35,196,003 tonnes of CO2e.
35,196,003 / 6,833,081 tonnes CO2 from Moneypoint at Max capacity = 5.15 Moneypoints. 6.60 + 5.15 = 11.75 Moneypoints
For detailed calculations with sources please see https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JTPBqTLrW-z2Kk8MLmVeCwwhuJyo2vgzNzhwNWR-PV4/edit#heading=h.yyesw0q4thye

